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HO HO HOPEFULLY - 
THE MAIN! 

This may ve a throwback 
to middle school, but The 
Maine's 2008 EP “...And 
a Happy New Year’ will 
forever be one of my fa- 
vorite pop punk Christmas 
albums. The music video 
for Ho Ho Hopefully, my 
favorite track on the EP, is 
pretty simple. John O'Cal- 
laghan, lead singer of The 
Maine, is joined by Justin 
Richards of Brighten who 
irons the red pants that 
match his red blazer. And 
that's about it. Despite the 
simplicity of the video, it 
surprisingly isn't boring 
Shot on what appears to. 
be a home camera, the 
video shows the guys 

just goofing around and 
being friends. Watching 

it, you kind of fee! like 
you're hanging out with 
them. The best part of the 
video occurs around the 
3-minute mark where John 
blows the viewer a kiss. 
Although many have seen 
this video, I'm pretty sure 
the kiss was meant for 
me. If you enjoy the video, 
check out Brighten's vid 
for Merry Christmas Baby, 
which was shot on the 
same day in the same 
house. It features Justin's 
same green Christmas 
sweater, a cameo from 
The Maine, and more 
ironing 


sRSTMAG vine 


IC 
vine REVIEWS 


COME TO CHRISTMAS - 
SPIRIT ANIMAL, 

If you want to see Santa 
Claus hold a Brooklyn 
punk rocker in a choke- 
hold, this video is the one 


sunglasses and Santa hat 
starts talking, but nonethe- 
less the video remains a 
cute holiday treat. ECC’s 
2014 Christmas single 

is set to be released on 


for you, Visually, the vid is December 9th. 
pretty cool because you 

watch the band perform © MERRY CHRISTMAS 
from viewpoint of the lead (| DON'T WANT TO 
singer's microphone. FIGHT TONIGHT) - 
You follow them as they © THE RAMONES 


| wouldn't be a true punk 
it | didn't include one of 
the greatest classic punk 
Christmas songs of all 
times. The Ramones keep 
it sad and mopey during 
the holiday season as they 
plead, “Merry Christmas, | 
but the mystery gift that don't want to fight tonight 
Spirit Animal receives from with you.” In the music 
Santa makes it seem like video, a couple get into 
they were definitely on the a screaming match when 


appear washed up on 
a beach, in a suburban 
backyard, and a city roof- 
top. Throughout, the band 
is trying to escape from 
an evil Santa who tries to 
kill them. I don't want to 
tuin the ending for you, 


naughty list. the boyfriend decides 
to throw a party for his 
SAVING CHRISTMAS - friends instead of visiting 
EASTERN CONFERENCE _ his girlfriend's tamily for 
CHAMPIONS the holidays, After the 


party starts, the two get 
into another fight making 
all of their guests leave 
the house. The video is 

a fun throwback, and the 
plot is super silly, but The 
Ramones make you laugh 
and cry with this holiday 
classic. 


ECC's Christmas release 
last year included possibly 
the perfect indie holiday 
music video. The band 
rocks out with their instru- 
ments covered in wrap- 
ping paper and Christmas 
lights abound. Meanwhile, 
the video jumps to clips 
of the band members 
exploring diferent places, 
hanging out together, and 
just being cute. The video 
gets a tad weird when 

a sock puppet wearing 
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WEATHER JOKE! 
HERE'S A LITTLE 
THE SEMESTER/ 
WINTER HELL. 


<3 VANESSA 
QUINTERO 
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. HARVEY - ALEX G 


. YOU DON'T LIKE ROCK & ROLL - HUNX & HIS PUNX 


10. DEHYDRATION - SHOW ME THE BODY 
11. BEACH WHATEVER - SURF CURSE 


FIRST LOVE / LATE SPRING - MITSKI 
HER AND CIGARETTES - CHEAP GIRLS 
PEOPLE IN LOVE MAKE ME FEEL YUCK - DRENGE 


BODEGA RUN - CRYING 
SHITTY - PANGEA 


SAD FUZZ - TY SEGALL 
LITTLE PET - EARTHQUAKE PARTY! 
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PLAYLIST TO GET YOU 
THROUGH THE END OF 


BEGINNING OF THE 


Andre's known to be a 
big film buff so we figured 
there would be no better 
way to spend the holi- 
days than watching some 
Christmas-themed short 
films, These movies are a 
bit obscure and made by 
amateur directors but An- 
dre has no doubts about 
that they'll be quality titled 
to get everyone in the 
Christmas spirit. 


ANDRE REVIEWS: 


¥ 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
WITH LEO KAGE 


This video opens up with 
4 nearly naked Santa's, 
meant to comment on 

the capitalism during the 
holiday season. The com- 
mercialism of Christmas 
has ‘multiplied’ and this 

is shown by the ‘multiple" 
Santa's, The Santa's strip 
and get naked to exem- 
plify how the holiday has 
been ‘stripped’ of its Chris- 
tian roots and traditions. 
When the men begin 
wrestling naked, it alludes 
to ancient Greece and the 
comradery that men used 
to exhibit before modern 
standards made it inap- 
propriate for men to pal 
around while naked. This 
camaraderie is extended 
when they all masturbate 
next to each other in a 
nice, friendly fashion. 


HOLIDAY FILMS 


ALL| WANT FOR 
CHRISTMAS IS YOU 


Two male friends are the 
last left at a Christmas 
party, and one of them 

is concerned about his 
missed gift for the Secret 
Santa exchange. Little 
did he know that his friend 
was preparing to give 

him the ultimate gift- his 
‘own body. As the fellatio 
begins, we are reminded 
of the great things we can 
sacrifice for our friends 
during the holiday season 
and the extent to which we 
can ‘give our all’ for those 
closest to us. 


FUCKING FOR THAT 
CHRISTMAS BONUS 


This one starts off with 

a nice man asking his 
greedy boss for a raise, 
which he refuses to give. 
The cheap aesthetic of 
the office represents the 
emptiness and dull nature 
of the corporate life that 
‘our protagonist seeks to 
‘escape from. When these 
two characters begin 
taking turns sucking each 
other's penises, it's clearly 
lampooning the princi- 
pal-agent problem and 
showing how well cor- 
porate relationships can 
work when both parties 
are working toward the 
same goal. In the end, the 
Christmas bonus that the 
worker was asking for was 
just a desperate request 
for the loving touch of a 
friend, which he receives 
when the film depicts the 
two having sexual inter- 
course, 


In the end, these were 
wonderful short films. 
However, that's just the 
tip of the iceberg. It 
appears that sites like 
"Man Hub’, ‘Gay Tube’ 
and ‘Monster Cock Land” 
are filled with these sorts 
of movies with stark social 
commentary. Find some 
videos on these sites for 
when the family is over 
and educate them on the 
power that film can have 
over our understanding of 
what Christmas can really 
mean. 
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Throughout rap's histo- bohemians that looked like was Ratking, who despite they are clearly the best of Through all of this, EI-P hungry despite both MC's 
ty, there have been few _they were going to a Built being a talented group, friends. Hugs, high-fives, took the time to discuss _being nearly 40 years old. 
duos with the chemistry to Spill show. Itbecame had aterrible sound setup _—_and terms of endearment how we can combat In a year where young 

of El-P and Killer Mike. more and more evident that made their set nearly are on constant display. mediocre jobs and Killer MC's pop up and release 
Even Chuck D and Flava that RTJ is making music _unlistenable. Rapper There is a wonderful Mike talked about how we _genre-bending albums 
Flav didn't even vibe good enough to attract Wiki's nearly psychopathic —_—irony in the two producing can combat police brutal-_ seemingly every week, 
together this well. And even those who wouldn't presence gave the show these intense, intimidat- ity. The latter speech is. Run the Jewels is here to 
while their group, Run the usually jump on the new- _an interesting feel, but not ing tracks, with some of especially relevant, given show everyone how it's 
Jewels, has produced two est rap releases. enough to save the set. the most well thought out Mike's current authority as done. 

mind-blowing releases in The first opener, Despot, _Alll this wasn’t enough threats of violence |have music's own pallbearer in 

two years, !hadtosee has been kicking around _keep my thoughts off of ever heard on record, all__ the discussions our coun- <3 ANDRE ORLANDO 
how these songs translat- the indie scene and El-P the real stars of the night. while putting their comrad- try is having about Fergu- 

ed to the live setting produced records fora _| maintained my spot ery on full display. son and police violence on 

Waiting outside for their few years now, Usually _right around the front, The setlist spanned both _a larger scale. It's a very 

sold-out show at Paradise an opener as low-key as __ attempting to fight off the of their albums and unlike real moment from a group 

the day after Thanksgiv- Despot is met with indi aforementioned drunk- most concerts | go to, | ac- where the line ‘tea bag a 

ing, !had the highest of ference but he carried bro's that were trying to tually wanted to hear more _ piranha tank’ is delivered 

hopes. ‘Run the Jewels himself in such a way that take my space. When the of the new material than —_ without pause. But that is 

2'is probably the most he was impossible not to two came on the crowd the old material than the all normal in Mike and El's 

accomplished work of like. In between songs his pushed forward, pushing new. The new album has world. 

the entire year and! had — monotone voice (strikingly me against the stage. This some of the heaviest in-__The final songs of the 

already experienced the similar to Mitch Hedberg) _ is a feeling | am all too strumentals that El-P has night ‘A Christmas Fuck- 

greatness of Killer Mike’s fueled hilarious rants that familiar with, El and Mike ever produced and getting _ ing Miracle’ and ‘Angel 

live show. As the line grew made the crowd actually came out and jumped to rage to these around —_Duster’ shows that RTJ 

longer, there was arange _ pay attention when he right into the titular song a group of like-minded can slow down the tempo 

of people from the bro's played material from his ‘Run the Jewels’. The individuals was a wonder- without sacrificing any of 

you would usually see at unreleased, long-delayed, _best thing about seeing ful treat. This is the ideal _the intensity and rebellious 

a rap show to plenty of debut album. Second up _ these two onstage is that setting to hear their music. spirit. Run the Jewels are 
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WAN LNTeRVicw With Vikoiwis DE LAs fozAs ~ 
I a tet re ed 


As anew kid on the 
Boston block, | currently 
have only the credibility to 
say this much: it seriously 
blows to be clueless to 
the all the music happen- 
ings. Boston is like an 
overloaded baked potato 
stuffed with varied, en- 
ticing artistic talent. | first 
discovered couples coun- 
seling by confiding in one 
of my most loyal friends, 
the Interweb, about my 
homesickness for a synth 
scene. After the first listen 
through of couples coun- 
seling’s self-titled album 
‘on bandeamp, | put the 
pitiful amount of money 
left in my bank account 
towards owning it 


COUPLES 
COUNSELING is the 
quintessential album to 
blast on repeat through 
staticy headphones while 
cruising on the Boston 
public transit. Don't be 
Surprised if you catch 
yourself swaying to cou- 
ples counseling’s surre- 
alist synthpop. | had the 
pleasure of sipping cottee 
with the babe responsible 
for crafting these haunt- 
ingbeats. Virginia De las 
Pozas comes off as shy 
and modest. After peeling 
back her shell, her bubbly 
and imaginative persona 
is pervasive. Virginia's 
self-made, eclectic sound 
and vision is overall 
inspiring, 


Tiffany: Okay, let's start 
with the basics: who are 
you? 

Virginia: (Giggles.) Well, 
that's a big question! 

T: Well, okay, If you had to 
simplify it down to a few 
sentences, what are some 
key facts you'd list on like 
a match.com profile? 

V: If |were cool, I'd say 
\'m an alien from such and 
such planet, and I'm here 
to take over the world for 
feminism. That's my full 
name. No, it's not. 

Okay, so real talk, my 
name is Virginia De las 
Pozas, and I'm couples 
counseling. I'm from 
Miami, FL, but | five in 
Boston for school (at 
Berklee College of Music). 


| always intend to make 
this disclaimer, because | 
feel like it can be confus- 
ing: | don't mean to claim 
that | have any knowledge 
about actual couples 
therapy. | don't claim to 
be a public service in that 
sense. I'm just called cou- 
ples counseling because | 
was in couples counseling 
for a while. 

T: You seem a little young 
for couples counseling. 

V: Oh yeah, that's what 

| said too! | was dating 
this kid, who is still my 
best friend, and we were 
having some issues. 

He was also having life 
responsibility issues, just 
like across the board. | 
don't know, we're crazy. 
So he thought it would be 
a good idea to go to cou- 
ples counseling, and | was 
like, “You're insane. This 
is your problem, not our 
problem.” | was probably 
18 or 19 at the time. We 
were really goofy teenag- 
ers, So he got a second 
job so that he could pay 
for us to go to couples 
counseling. Eventually 

he was like, "I regret this, 
this is weird.” So | just 
went myselt, | just thought 
it was really profound, 
Therapy was a really good 
experience for me. A lot 
of the songs | wrote for 
the first tape were about 
that experience, or songs 
that | wrote a long time 
ago that I reappropriat- 
ed to be about this new 
experience. Also the name 


“couples counseling” just 
sounds cool. People are 
always weirded out when 

| say that’s my name, and 
like that effect. | get 
emails all the time, and 
weird friend requests on 
linkedin from people that 
are counselors. 

T:Can you briefly describe 
the basement scene? 
What's it like touring, and 
what are the expenses 
like? 

V: The basement scene is 
0 cool! Basically it’s just 
whatever you want it to be 
It seems really small in it's 
own little sects, but there 
are so many different parts 
of it. Kids have shows in 
their basements, because 
it's easier to have contro! 
‘of what you're doing. DIY 
is really awesome. | did a 
month long tour from Mon- 
treal down to Miami this 
past June. It was really 
interesting, especially with 
new perspectives from the 
Internet and global culture. 
We could go to Montreal 
and meet all these peo- 
ple that knew our friends 
from Philly, who knew our 
friends from Boston, who 
had made a tape with 
someone in Miami, Ev- 
eryone knows each other 
because everyone is really 
actively trying to pursue 
their creative goals on 

the Internet. It's become 
really easy to find people 
that are like minded. It's 
extremely empowering | 
think, because we were 
just three kids. That tour 


was me, Pariuh, who is 
my ex-boyfriend, and 
another member of Par- 
uh, We didn't have any 
money. We were using 
Chris's parents’ car, which 
was really nice of them. 
We just made enough 
money from donations 
every night to get gas 

to where we were going 
the next day. Our friend 
Ally came along during 
the last two weeks to do 
a piece for the BDCwire. 
It's extremely cool to have 
control and make stuff 
happen-- with the support 
of a whole bunch of other 
people of course. It's a 
really collective endeavor. 
I've always wanted to be 
in the music business. | 
never thought my dream 
of going on tour would be 
that easily accomplished. | 
thought | would have to do 
it some official way, but in 
reality, it's not a big deal 
Although there is a lot of 
infrastructure around the 
way major artist are tour- 
ing, there's really no need 
to make it that official. 

It's So fun and cool to be 
able to do things yourself 
It's really empowering as 
woman to be like, “Me 
and my friends booked 
this tour, | can do what- 
ever | want!” It was just a 
big selt-realization thing | 
guess. | currently live at 
a show house now called, 
“Last House.” We're able 
to give back to the same 
people who booked me 
and my friends for shows 
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‘on tour. They're coming 
and playing at our house, 
which is very cool. It feels 
really cool to be able to 
provide people with that; 
Ican empathize with 
them. Tour is hard, but not 
necessarily a struggle. It's 
a really awesome thing to 
be able to do. 

T: You just mentioned 
feeling it was empowering 
to be able to book a show 
as a woman, What does 

it feel like to be a female 
musician in a mostly male 
dominated scene? 

V: W's a feeling. | have a 
lot of feelings about that. 
Growing up, | definitely 
inherited a lot of misog- 
ynistic views. | really 
objectified myself and | 
used that as a means of 
making friends. I thought it 
was necessary to be cute 
and flirt with people to do 
music. | guess it’s a part 
‘of being young. But as 

I'm growing up, I've been 
realizing | can just make 
things myself. | don't need 
to be validated by this 
dude that owns this record 
company, or this dude 
that's in this cool band. | 
don't need to suck up to 
anyone. I'm awesome, 
and I'm just going to do 
things myself. | identity as 
very fem on the spectrum. 
Heel a lot that people 
think less of my work 
because it is feminine. So 
much of the music scene 
is very masculine. Mas- 
culinity is considered to 
be superior, “harder” and 


less lame. There's nothing 
wrong with being a girl in 
the conventional sense. 

It doesn’t make you less 
powerful, less intelligent, 
less important, or less 
anything. It's just differ- 
ent. | feel like there’s this 
really narrow-minded view 
of what a female singer 
songwriter is. | feel written 
off a lot because | am a 
female singer songwrit- 
er. | felt that more so in 
the past. Now it's weird, 
because I've bridged this 
gap of electronic produc- 
tion and singer/songwriter/ 
performer. Sometimes 

its really empowering 
because there are oth- 

‘er women that are like, 
“This is cool! | want to do 
this too!” | tell them, it's 
really easy! You should 
buy these things, use 
these instruments, or get 
these from your friends. 

It sucks when dudes are 
like, “Wow, you're actually 
like a really good pro- 
ducer.” And I'm like, “Oh, 
really? Like actually?” 

And they're like, “Yeah, 
that was really cool,” It 
shouldn't be surprising 
because if | were a dude 
you'd be like,” yeah man 
cool gear.” But, mostly the 
response is really support- 
ive and cool. I've stopped 
objectitying myselt a lot 
recently, and so I'm more 
able to do whatever | 

want. Confidence is fun, 
better, and healthier. Gain- 
ing confidence in yourself 
is a big part of growing up 


for a lot of people, but it's 
also so tied into feminism 
for me. 

T: What gear do you use? 
V: All of the songs I've 
released and play live 

I make on Logic Pro. | 
sample a lot of things and 
record a lot of things, and 
use MIDI. Once it's mixed, 
I bounce the stems over 
to this sampler called the 
SP-404 SX that | got from 
my friend Dylan, | move 
the tracks over from the 
‘computer to the sampler 
and | map them on it. If I'm 
playing a tune that has a 
drum part, and then bass, 
and then some samples 
and then vocal backing 
stuff, 1'll put all that stuff in 
the four top-most regions 
of the sampler, and that'll 
be the first part of the 
song. What I'm doing is 
really easy. | could use 

an iPod if | wanted, but | 
really like having the parts 
separated so that if | feel 
like improvising | can cut 
out for a measure, or | can 
do a weird breakdown, or | 
can go back to a part and 
repeat it if | want. It 's fun 
to improvise some form in 
a live setting. Then, vocal- 
ly, | have all these guitar 
pedals I've had for years 
when | was using them 

in rock bands. It's just 

a delay pedal, a chorus 
pedal, an echo pedal | use 
for reverb that | just keep 
‘on the whole time, a pitch 
shifter, and an auto-tune 
pedal. With the auto-tune 
pedal, you can change 


the “gender” of your voice. 
It's kind of a problematic 
thing, but it's a cool pedal 
Then | have a looper that | 
use to transition from song 
to song, and to improvise 
stuff live. 

T: What are some sounds 
you've sampled? What are 
some things you've always 
wanted to sample? 

V: Any sound that I'm real- 
ly drawn to | sample. | just 
do it. | just rip things from 
Youtube most of the time. 
Which is bad. | do have a 
field recorder that | use a 
lot. It’s really cool, and it’s 
got a really great sound. 
really like using spoken 
voices to create texture. 
Over the drum track I'll 

do a slowed down voice 
sample to create a weird 
polyrhythm. | do a lot of 
samples from Disney's 
original Sleeping Beauty. 

I really love that movie. 

I grew up watching it 
everyday. | really like Mary 
Costa, who is the wom- 
an that does the voice of 
Aurora. In fifty-seven, 
really prevalent. | sam- 
ple a lot of movies. In 
fifty-seven, there is also a 
sample from Madchen in 
Uniform, which is a Ger- 
man film about this school 
girl who falls in love with 
her teacher. There's also 
a sample from this movie 
about these two girls in 
New Zealand who kill one 
of their moms. It's like a 
true story. | really forget 
what it’s called, Heavenly 
Creatures? You just got 


a friend request. Drake 
Kelley. 

T: I don't know who that is. 
V: What's up Drake!? 

T: Ayyy Boil 

V: Shout out to Drake 
Kelley. The Internet is so 
pervasive! | just sam- 

pled some Billie Holliday 
interviews. She had a 
crazy life. She's actually 
one of the first people that 
| was ever like “Wow, this 
music is really amazing 
and really touching. | need 
to listen to this all the time 
to feel something,” It was 
first music that | was ever 
really emotionally drawn 
to. That was right around 
the time that | started writ- 
ing my own music. 

T: If | asked you to go to a 
record store right now and 
pick out some stuff, what 
would be your top three? 
Oh gosh... Listening to 
music for me was the 
thing that | did when | took 
the bus. | mostly listen to 
music academically now, 
at least this semester, be- 
cause it's my last semes- 
ter at Berklee. | don't listen 
to much music leisurely 
right now. | listen to a lot of 
my friend's music. | listen 
to this album by this guy, 
Euglossine alot. He's from 
Gainesville, I'm playing on 
tour with him in January. 
His album “Lustrous” is so 
good. It’s instrumentals, 
and | listen to it when | 
study. If | went to a record 
store right now, if it was 
available, I'd probably get 
String Quartet in GMinor, 


and Joanna Newsom's 
Have One on Me. Joan- 
na Newsom is one of the 
people that I listened to 

in high schoo! that | still 
really like. Then | would 
maybe get some techno 
album that | hadn't heard 
before, because, why not? 
T: Who are some of your 
favorite contemporary 
musicians? 

V: Everyone in Boston is 
‘so good. It was really awe- 
some coming up here and 
seeing so many ambitious 
people that are doing their 
‘own thing. The people 
that I'm really into at the 
moment, as far as playing 
with... | really like Via App. 
That's my friend Dylan. 
I've seen her make some 
of her music, and | can ap- 
preciate it because | know 
how hard she's worked. 
{listen to lan a lot. We 
went on tour in March. I'm 
really excited that she's 
moving to LA. | really like 
playing with Blood Club; 
She's cool, and a great 
person. | like Tomboy a lot. 
I like Blackbox so much, 
wow, he’s amazing. He's 
going to be so famous. 
Every time | see him play, 
everyone in the crowd is 
totally engulfed in intense 
feelings about his set and 
Samo's projections. | re- 
ally like Ursula. There are 
so many people in Boston, 
it's really hard. 

T: You do projections 
right? | think you had them 
when | saw you play that 
show at Neverland. 
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V: Actually, those were the 
guy touring with Lesion: 
read’s. I'm working on 
making my own projec- 
tions now. I'm really big 
‘on taking advantage of all 
of the aspects of a perfor- 
mance, when you have 
the chance to. Barebones 
guitar and voice is really 
cool, and good if you're 
able to command an 
audience with that. | like to 
take advantage of every- 
thing that's happening at 
once so that | can easily 
manipulate people into 
hearing what I'm trying 

to communicate. | don't 
always do such a good 
job of that, but it's a goal 
When | release songs now 
on the Internet | try and 
couple them with visual 
things, and I'm trying to in- 
corporate more visuals in 
the live performance. You 
can inject so much more 
conceptually into some- 


thing when you're taking 
advantage of everything 
that's going on. 

T: How do you feel about 
the current state of the 
music industry? 

V: I feel no need to sign to. 
a big label and be a part of 
a capitalist music industry. 
lused to have those de- 
sires, but | don't anymore. 
| really like being in music 
school. | like that I'm get- 
ting the tools make more 
things or say more things 
T: What are you going 

to do after you graduate 
Berklee? 

V: I'm going to stay in 
Boston, tour, write, and 
work all the time. | have 
to find a job. I'l probably 
walk dogs or something. 
ll have a day job and 
write music. The dream 

is to move to Berlin in the 
summer. I'm working on 

it still 

T: Have you been working 


‘on anything recently? 

V: [have been, None of 
itis finished, and | might 
selt-release it, or | might 
not. It's still a big mystery. 
'm doing less pop than 
the first tape. I'm trying to 
branch out and explore 
things. I'm excited to being 
closer to completing that 
stuff and figuring out what 
I'm going to do with it. I'm 
working on a lot of visual 
stuff too for that. 


Be sure to check out 
couples counseling on 
bandcamp! 
http://couplescounseling. 
bandcamp.com/releases 
This album is beyond 
worth sacrificing your al- 
lowance// funds for vices: 
coffee, stoogies, burritos, 
ect. Buy it and share it 
with ur frands if u kool. 


<3 TIFFANY TOPOR A 
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PORTRAITS OF THE ARTIS) 
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The Royale is a bizarre 
little venue in the Theatre 
District. Walking inside, 
concertgoers feel less like 
they're in a rock show and 
more like they're about to 
see an opera. Odd scen- 
ery aside, to be honest. 
Thad never even heard 

of St. Lucia. | didn’t really 
know what to expect, so 
the array of music prelud- 
ing the bands were a little 
confusing. The mix of pre- 
show music was a collec- 
tion spanning from Blondie 
to Interpol to recent pop 
hits, But when The Knocks 
came out, | started to get 
a feel for the energetic. 
dance music vibe of the 
tour. Trying to put them in 
a genre group, | guess | 
could describe the duo as 
the intersection of house 


and pop. (According to 
their Wikipedia, they're 
also considered *Nu-Dis- 
co," whatever the hell that 
means.) They brought out 
St. Lucia for one song, (a 
neat little teaser), and con- 
tinued with a five-song set. 
My favorite songs were 
The Feeling and Dancing 
With the DJ. They also 
had two insanely talented 
known as The Knockettes 
All Night Long by Lionel 
Richie played as the stage 
crew broke down The 
Knocks’ equipment and St. 
Lucia prepared to come on 
stage. (They later closed 
with All Night Long, an 
excellent end to the night.) 
Their set was expansive. 
The front man Jean-Phillip 
Grobler, (who is apparent- 
ly the one known as St. 


Lucia), had an infectious 
personality that instantly 
brightened up the crowd 
Every song they played 
sounded like a chart-top- 
per. Everyone on stage 
was enjoying what they 
were doing, and their 
vibes affected the audi- 
ence similarly. They also 
unveiled two new singles 
that haven't been record- 
ed yet, which was very 
exciting for the avid fans 
in the crowd. Combining 
crowd friendly attitude with 
songs you can't get out of 
your head, it looks like St 
Lucia has a bright future in 
the music business. A live 
show is definitely worth 
checking out. 


<3 DEANNA 
KLIMA-RAJCHEL 
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When looking back on 
who ruled 2014, one name 
really does rise above the 
rest. Generating an ex- 
travagant amount of buzz 
in 2013, Atlanta's Young 
Thug came into the New 
Year with gun's blazing 
and quickly distinguished 
himself as the most origi- 
nal rapper in the game. In 
addition, through both au- 
thorized and unauthorized 
releases, Thugger has put 
out an absurd amount of 
music this year. But what 
2014 Thug songs show 
why this was his year? 


10. PEEWEE LONGWAY 
(FEAT. YOUNG THUG. 
OFFSET)- KNO BOUT ME 
Longway delivers a break- 
neck chorus and name 
drops brands expensive 
brands that | did not know 
existed and had to look 
up. Thug rapping over 
sparse, haunting piano is 
what I live for. 


9. YOUNG THUG & 7. LOW PROS (FEAT. 
BLOODY JAY- MOVIN YOUNG THUG, PEEWEE 
This cut from the Black LONGWAY)- 
Portland mixtape has a JACK TRIPPER 
whole lot to like about it, A-Trak and Lex Luger 
including the most memo- come together to produce 
rable Bloody Jay verse on and absolute banger of 
the whole record. But let's a beat. The instrumental 
be real and discuss the would be a great song on 
real highlight of this track; its own, but it also creates 
Thug mumbles the entire the perfect outlet for Thug 
second half of his verse and Peewee to trade bars. 
and it is incredible. 

6. RICH GANG- 
8. RICH GANG (FEAT. MPA TELL EM (LIES) 
WICCED) - WHO'S ON This one proves to be 


ToP reminiscent of 90's and 
The closer on Thug and —_ early 00's R&B creating a 
Rich Homie Quan's 20 nostalgic atmosphere for 
track ‘Tha Tour: Pt.t” classic Thug and Quan 


happens to be the most _sex boasts. The fun that 
upbeat Thug track of the __ these two are having on 


whole year. It's maniac this ‘Tha Tour’ track is 
energy helps to fuel a infectious, 

worthwhile verse from all 

involved. 5. CASINO (FEAT. YOUNG 


THUG, YOUNG SCOOTER)- 
DO WHAT | WANT 

The Casino chorus on this 
track is absolutely insane, 


yelling the titular “do what 
I want’ like he's 5 years 
old, Add to that some of 
the finest Young Thug ad- 
libs of the year for a near 
pertect ignorance trip. 


4, MIGOS (FEAT. JER- 
MAINE DUPRI. RICH 
HOMIE QUAN. YOUNG 
THUG)- NEW ATLANTA 
{t's evident that Thug 
works best with his peers, 
most of them hailing from 
the current rap capital of 
the world, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. On this track, many of 


through the entire track 
almost whispering and 
showing that he can prop 
erly convey some of his 
more personal feelings on 
record just as well as his 
braggadocios claims 


2. YOUNG THUG & 
BLOODY JAY- 4 EVA 
BLOODY 

The highlight of the stellar 
‘Black Portland’ mixtape 
has Thug once again 
appealing to his poppier 
sensibilities for his most 
fun track of the year. The 


these familiar face (and for hook doesn't carry the 


some reason, Jermaine 
Dupri) come together to 
reassert their belief that 
Atlanta is dominating the 
rap game. This song just 
shows that they are right. 


3. YOUNG THUG- OH YA 
The only Thug solo track 
on this list may also be his 
most tender moment of 
the year. Thug proceeds 


track however- Jay and 
Thug have rarely sounded 
as invigorated 


1, RICH GANG- LIFE- 
STYLE 

The finest track of an 
incredible 2014 was also 
Thug’s most success- 
ful commercially. This 
equates to a musical 
victory lap; a reinforce- 


‘ment of how far Thug has 
come, how well he's living, 
and how he will not stop 
until he’s taken over the 
entire game. As Thug's 
popularity continues to 
grow, it leads to much 
speculation on what 2015 
will hold for him and how 
well his debut album will 
adapt to a chaning rap 
and pop climate. However, 
if he continues to produce 
tracks half as good as 
‘Lifestyle’, we shouldn't 
have any problems. 


<3 ANDRE ORLANDO 
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Although it's nearly 2015, 
we all have that one per- 
son in our family who is 
still going through his emo 
phase. Being the emo kid 
of my family, | decided to 
help out my fellow miser- 
able compadres and tell 
you “happy” and “joyful” 
people what us sad kids 
really want this holiday 
season. 


MORE OF THE SAME 
CLOTHES WE WEAR 
EVERYDAY 

Yes, we already have sev- 
eral pairs of black skinny 


-was List 


or ory to Elvis 
Depressedly and Told 
Slant, who are all visiting 
Boston on their current 
tours. Buy us some cheap 
tickets so we don't have to 
speak to anyone and we 
can just stand around with 
other emo kids. 


CANDY. COOKIES, AND 
ICE CREAM 

In case you haven't 
noticed, us sad people 
spend a lot of time locked 
in our rooms eating away 
‘our emotions. Help us in 
our extremely unhealthy 


BEANIES. SKATE- 
BOARDS. OTHER 
CLICHES 

Although the term “emo 
kid” is mostly used as a 
sarcastic joke nowadays. 
we still pretty much are 
just walking cliches. Re- 
member those kids who 
hung out in black clothes 
in front of Hot Topic in mid- 
dle school? That was us, 
and despite our attempts 
to grow up, we're still the 
same sad kids we were 
back thon. Happy Holi 
days, y'all! 


WTBU / THE BEAT 


jeans. But in case you habit by giving us the sug- <3 DJ ROCK 
haven't noticed, we wear —_ary treats we need to fill 
them on a daily basis. the holes in our hearts. 
Trust me, if you buy us 
another pair, we won't get TATTOOS 
mad, Additionally, despite Take us to get a tattoo! No 
owning more Converse —_—matter what they might tell 
and Vans than pairs of you, every emo kid has 
underwear, we won't get one band or song lyric 
mad if you want to pick us _ that they've been planning 
up another pair. to get tattooed on them- 

selves for years. Let us 
CONCERT TICKETS ease our pain with some 
Music is essential to an _ ink. 
emo kid's lifestyle. There's 
nothing more we'd like 
this holiday season than 
to leave alll of you and go 
mosh to Modern Baseball 
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THE BEAT STAFF PICKS with ethereal harmonies _ sinister voice really makes doing chores or writing a “Making a Fool of You”. _day. Plus, any group that 
THEIR FAV ALBUMS OF that float you straight into this synthpop band work paper. It's funky, it's dark, Tiffany can pull off a cover of 
2014, the stratosphere and dis--Alison it's light and it reminds me Drake's Marvin's Room 
sonance that makes you of winter. Do it. Listen. TAYLOR SWIFT - 1989 wins my approval (seri- 
YOU'RE GONNA want to jump out of your IT’S ALBUM TIME- -Kyra Y'all may hate me for ously, look it up) 
MISS IT ALL - skull. It's brilliant, especial- TODD TERJE this but Tswizzie's new- -Kristine 
MODERN BASEBALL ly if you are looking to es- Disco is dead. But nu-dis- est album is my favorite 
Having this album be cape your earthly shackles co is just beginning, HOMESHAKE - album of the year. There GET OLDE / SECOND 
released during my final for a moment or two. Long live nu-disco. Mr. IN THE SHOWER: have been other albums — WIND - CRYING 
semester of high school -Anna Leah Terje blessed us with the I would let Pete Sager this year that have caught If you love the sounds 
was a godsend. A perfect- funkiest album of the year. _sing me to sleep any my eye, but most of the _of your barely functional 
ly blunt and short album | HOME, LIKE NOPLACEIS There's not a producer on night. Sagar’s gentle music I've been listening © Gameboy Color, you will 
to listen to if you're bitter © THERE-THEHOTELIER the planet that is making voice almost seems to (and loving) is from the absolutely love Crying 
about something and/or MArepresenting The music that has this sort awkward enough tomake far away year of 2013. __—_ (the band and the verbl). 
while you're questioning _Hotelier's 36-minute of manic energy while you blush. Sager, former The help from Bleacher's Crying is a fairly new band 
what you're doing with February release seemed —_ maintaining its appeal guitarist of pepperoni Jack Antonoff really made from Purchase, NY that 
your life. like a clear choice for best for the dance floor. And it playboy, Mac Demarco _her transition to pop pretty makes music using only a 
-Mariel album of 2k14 even upon happens tohave atender, decided to split from the smooth. With tunes like guitar, drums, vocals, and 
first listen. They are bring- mind-blowing Robert indie poster boy this year “Blank Space”, “Style” = most notably - a Game- 
FUGUE STATE - ing a freshness thatemo Palmer cover on it to solidify his own solo —_and “New Romantics” boy. They use this early 
VULFPECK desperately wanted, and -Andre career. In the Shower is __it's bound to be a holiday 2000s gaming machine 
So pure. So funky. It's lyrics your soul desperate- just what you'd expect hit with the preteens and to program their own 
dirty but clean at the same ly needed. Get with it from the title; it’s both sexy young twenty somethings melodies that sound like 
time. It's only 20 minutes, -Dana SYLVAN ESSO - and soothing. In this ex- all around the world. nothing else. While in the 
but if you can manage SYLVAN ESSO perimental album, Home- -Robin same league as Anama- 
to walk down the street SINGLES - I'm not one for much elec- _shake uses spooky voice naguchi, Crying remains 
bumping this album with- FUTURE ISLANDS. tronic music, but some- modulations and random YOU HAUNT ME - SIR SLY completely unique due 
out really feeling it, I'l kill _ | first listened to Singles in how this album has sewed space synth whirrs for After seeing them live into the female vocals and 
myself, | promise. the blazing summer heat __ itself to my hip. It's what an unearthly feel. The May having never heard of ‘their earnest and young 
-Chris on a city park bench. This _ I'd like to call weirdly chill guitar verses on In the them before and com- lyrics such as, “Let's cross 
album is haunting in a too party music -- but in the Shower are so chill you'll __ pletely falling in love, | was the street to where they 
THE ASTRAL BODYEP- bright summer day kind _ best way possible. Check go numb. After reading anticipating this album got those dank Doritos 
FAYAWAY of way, which really made it. The two words I'd use this, your next course of probably allittle too much. and jalapeno Cheetos." 
Fayaway has aone-sen- my bad mood simmer ina _to describe this album is action should probably be Luckily, | was not let down. Anyway, | love them 
tence description on their beautiful way. The elec- “caramel” and “shadow’. to get in the shower, and Landon Jacobs’ voice is __ they're touring here with 
bandcamp - “like joni tronic beats are both mel- Groove to it on the way to let Homeshake's groovy _strange, in a beautiful way, Modern Baseball, | highly 
mitchell on crack”. I'd say ancholy and upbeat, the _class, or at home or right bass riffs wash over you. —_ and perfectly fits the weird recommend you listen 
it's accurate. | haven't vocals deep and dynamic. before you go to sleep -- | Hopefully you fee! a ‘il | mish-mash of genres Sir to them, thank you and 
heard much like Fayaway, They shouldn't mix well listen to it mostly when I'm something. For optimum Sly has going on. It's my — goodnight! 
together, but that slightly funk, try track 4 entitled: go-to album all day, every 
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DEMOTIVATIONAL 
SPEAKER - YEEHAW 
Pop punk isn't dead! 
Despite a few years of 
crappy pop punk releases. 
Boston-based Yeehaw 
truly delivers on their first 
album. Lead singer Dylan 
Ewen sings your darkest 
and most self-deprecating 
thoughts with lyrics like 
"Give me something to 
look forward to ‘cause I've 
been looking forward to 
sleeping forever.” Perfect 
for getting you through a 
rough break-up or a sad 
time in your life, the album 
does get pretty dark at 


some points. However, 
‘most of the tracks are 
Super upbeat, so you can 
dance along while singing 
about how much you hate 
yourself. The best track on 
this album is undoubtedly 
“Pixie” but almost every 
song will make you cry. 
-DJ 


POM POM - ARIEL PINK 

| don't wanna sound all 
tie-dyed and squinty-eyed, 
but Ariel Pink takes you on 
a journey, man. The sea- 
soned and salty glam-filth 
sag-star loves to say some 
cock(y) things, but he'll 


always have a cold glittery 
hand on my heart. If you 
like schitzo-melodies jam 
packed with sexual gusto 
hellish theatrics, and a 
cacophony of sound bites 
you only thought exist- 
ed in your nightmares, | 
dunno you might like this. 
My personal fave, “Not 
Enough Violence” trans- 
forms your world into a 
post-apocalyptic German 
nightclub as Pink sere- 
nades you as robo-Robert 
Smith. You can not be 
prepared 4 this party. 
-Jane 

<3 EVERYBODY 


aS 


ae 


REVIEW OF WINTER 
BY A CALIFORNIAN: 
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MY FACE HURTS. 
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<3 ANNALEAH EISNER 
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Let us be honest, We are 
in The Age of Amazon. No 
matter your desire, you 
can find out how much it 
costs and have it shipped 
to your door in five to 
seven business days 

Your wish list is no longer 
comprised of things in 
storefront windows, things 
your friends talk about in 
school, or things you saw 
in a. commercial. Your 
wishlist is things you liked 
on Pinterest. Your wishlist 
isa set of URLs. Asking 
hyper-specifically for the 
item you want, i.e. using 
your family members as 
Conduits through which 
you may place an online 
order for yourself, reminds 
you of the hollow feeling 
which the holiday now 
brings you, so you lie. You 
“just want something you 
made by hand,” or “some- 
thing to keep me warm 
during the winter.” But how 


do you react when you 
begin to open a gift which 
you know will disappoint 
you? Where do you stuff 
the feelings of disappoint- 
ment, and whence do you 
draw the mask of pleasant 
surprise? It is my hope, 
gentle reader, that this 
guide may begin to help 
you find the answers with- 
in yourself, 

Fortunately, most 
people are willing to trick 
themselves into believing 
that which they wish to be 
true. Your target will have 
put thought and effort into 
choosing a gift for you, 
and they are likely to be 
under the impression that 
their gift will please you; 
Use this to your advan- 
tage. Don't unwrap the gift 
too zealously. The un- 
wrapping period is crucial 
for summoning the will 
to present a convincing 
deception, “Savor the mo- 


ment” for as long as you 
feel is necessary until you 
are ready to utter some- 
thing like “ooh,” or “wow.” 
This will lend credibility 

to your elaborate farce. If 
you feel that it is needed, 
feel free to offer a hug. 

Do this by extending your 
arms and hands outward 
and pressing your body 
against the gift-giver. Be 
careful that they do not 
feel your elevated pulse; 
it may make them suspi- 
cious. As a general rule, 
do not allow yourself any 
drawn-out sighs or groans. 
If the gift seems like it may 
be too expensive, it is 
possible that the gift-giver 
is subtly propositioning 
you for sexual favors. It is 
best to comply with this re- 
quest, and initiate without 
explicitly stating the condi- 
tions of the exchange. 


<3 CHRIS NOLAN 
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5. "YOUNG AMERICANS” soulful solos embody the _ dre fully intended). The 


BY DAVID BOWIE teenage freedom this song flows together so 
Another great song cen- —_ movie is all about enchantingly you'll never 
tered on the freedom of get bored of it. This song 
youth. | don't feel the need 3. "BAKER STREET’ BY casts a spell on all those 
to sell this song to you, GERRY RAFFERTY who listen 


because Bowie's genius According to Wikipedia, 
speaks for itself. While this Raphael Ravenscroft, (the 1. “CARELESS WHISPER” 
is an overall great song, man who wrote the saxo- BY GEORGE MICHAEL- 


itisn’t higher on the list’ phone riff to this hit) is irr To quote a YouTube 
simply because the sax _tated by the song because comment from the Care- 
in this song doesn't have _he claims that it is clearly less Whisper music video, 
the dominating quality out of tune, Well, the “Sexy sax man, God damn 
that. The saxophone in _rest of the world doesn't _it!” | think this adequately 
this song is more back- _really care because that sums up how most people 
ground—it underlines and is some good sax right —_feel about this song. The 
emphasizes the other there. Baker Street was saxophone holds all of the 
components of the song, _ written by Rafferty but we complexity: desperation, 
all know this song isso sadness, and unfulfilled 
4." STILL BELIEVE’ BY © awesome because of Mr. desire. George Michael 
TIM CAPPELLO Ravenscroft’s blaring sax- pleads along with the sax 
This song doesn'thave phone chorus. Like every for your love back, This is 
the infamy that the oth- guitar player wants to the song that plays in your 
ers on this list do. If you —_ learn Stairway to Heaven, head when you orgas- 


haven't seen the seduc- every beginner saxophone _mically bite into cara- 
tive 80s vampire movie _ player wants to nail the riff _ mel-filled chocolate. When 


The Lost Boys, you most from Baker Street place your face against 
likely haven't heard this the cool side of the pillow. 
passionate sax anthem. 2. “SONGBIRD” This song is number one 
And if you haven't seen BY KENNY G because it encapsulates 
The Lost Boys, thengo This songs the embod- _all that we love about the 
pirate it online you uncul- iment of all smooth jazz. saxophone—rich sensual 


tured swine. Tim Cappello Unlike the other songs on _tones that make life feel 
performs in the movie as this list, this song focuses so much sexier. 

an oily shirtless ponytailed completely on the sensual 

rockstar, donning large magnificence of the sax- <3 JULIE LAWSON 


chains on his neck-- ‘ophone. Watching Kenny 
perhaps he is trying to play Songbird makes 

communicate that he isa you slowly fall in love with 

slave to the saxophone? | him. You notice the way 


certainly think so. Coupled _his pursed lips highlight 


with some sinister synths, his wonderful cheekbones. 
amore than danceable how the long ringlets of . 
drum beat, and Cappello’s his hair perfectly match his S0 | 


resonant and empowered soft chocolate brown eyes 


vocals, the saxophone __the way he sways side 
takes the stage. Its to side like some snake 
screeching vibrato and charmer (double enten: 
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THE BEAT STAFF 
REMINISCES ON SOME 
XMAS TOYS OF THE PAST: 


TOY: E.M.1.G.L.1,0, Robot 
DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
YEAH 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: NOPE. | un- 
wrapped it, let my mom 
set it up, looked at it for a 
little bit, and then told her | 
wanted her to return it. 
-Jacqlene 


TOY: Furby 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yes 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: No, It turned out 
that the creature was nei- 
ther living nor sentient as 1 
had expected. After giving 
it a haircut and realizing 
that the spots where it 
most enjoyed being tickled 
were actually buttons, | 
put it in a drawer, where it 
lay dormant for two years 
until waking cacophonous- 
ly and seemingly without 
cause in the middle of the 
night. 

-Chris (Nolan) 


TOY: Strawberry Barbie 
(Came with a small oven 
that made strawberry 
cupcakes) 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yes 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Absolutely. | 
asked every member of 
my family for this doll, 
and nobody coordinated 
their presents so | ended 
up with three of them. So 
many mini cupcakes. | 
don't think I've ever been 
0 excited about a present 
in my life. 

-Mariel 


TOY: Easy Bake Oven 
DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yes 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Although I know 
that I wanted an Easy 
Bake Oven more than 
ANYTHING | HAD EVER 
WANTED IN MY LYFUH 
Ihave absolutely no rec- 
ollection of actually using 
my Easy Bake Oven, only 
that | found it in my garage 
about two years ago. 
-Anna Leah Eisner 


TOY: FurReal Friend 
GoGo My Walking Pup 
DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N): 
Yes. 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Eh, what | really 
wanted was an actual dog, 
so GoGo was kind of a 
poor substitute. Now that 
Thave a real dog, GoGo 
is brought out from time to 
time to annoy her so! 
would say it was a suc- 
cessful present. 

-Alison 


TOY: Doodle Bear 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N): 
Yes 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: No. The Doodle 
Bear was an actual teddy 
bear but made of some 
kind of denim material and 
the idea was to draw on 
this bear with markers. 
Since | was no artist as a 
child the bear looked SO 
ugly and | made myself 
upset over my lack of ar- 
tistic skills. | never washed 
the bear to draw on it 
again, so it just sat there 
looking scribbly and hid 


ous until it eventually got 
thrown away years later. 


TOY: Rainbow Brush (It's 
Art-RAGEQUS) 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
No 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Honestly, | still 
want this. I'm sure as hell 
not as artistic as they are 
in the commercials, but 
that rainbow commercial 
was probably my favorite 
90's product commercial. 
That, and floam. | mean 
‘come on, look at that pre- 
cision and the colors to- 
gether making a BUTTER- 
FLY?! And that smooth arc 
of a rainbow. It's perfect 
Ugh. Still want this. Srs. 
Someone get me this. 
Kyra 


TOY: Ice Cream Making 
Machine 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yes 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Only a scale of 

1 to 10 it was meh. | was 
So excited but it took too 
much work and when | 


did use it, it was more like 
drinking cold soup rather 
than a solid brick of sugar. 
-Robin 


TOY: Skip It 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yep 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: No, but | tried so 
damn hard. Unfortunately, 
Skip Its were not made for 
little girls with little coordi- 
nation and less depth per- 
ception. So many skinned 
knees and elbows. So 
many. 

-Kristine 


TOY: Tickle Me Elmo 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yep 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Yeah it was pretty 
funny but shit's kinda 
weird in retrospect 
-Vanessa 


TOY: Girl Tech Password 
Journal 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N) 
Yahh, 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Nah, sure didn't. 


After writing down all my 
secret crushes in invisi- 
ble ink, my asshole older 
sister managed to snatch 
the journal and change the 
password. | had to resort 
to using a fork to pry that 
shit open. After that it was 
basically just some sheets 
of paper in a bulky plastic 
box. But the invisible ink 
was still rad 

“Tiffany 


TOY: Lite-Brite 

DID YOU GET IT? (Y/N): 
Yup! 

DID IT LIVE UP TO THE 
HYPE?: Boy, let me tell 
you. | spent hours with my 
Lite-Brite. That toy was 
my jam. More than making 
beautiful pieces of art, I'd 
love just sticking all of the 
colored lights in and out 
of the machine to make 
them glow. Plus, when my 
parents weren't watching 

| would make penises in 
the Lite-Brite and really 
impress all of my friends, 
-DJ 


<3 EVERYBODY 
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THE BEAT STAFF PICKS 
THEIR MOST AWK 
HOLIDAY ENCOUNTERS: 


‘group memorializing 
Phillip Seymour Hoft- 
man by mentioning their 
favorite films of his. The 
first movie mentioned 
was Patch Adams, Patch. 
Fucking. Adams. 

~ Andre 


When | started talking 
about eating sustainably 
and my step mother, who 
supplied the shrimp cock- 
tail hors d'ouvre, asked 

if shrimp are sustainably 
caught and, pulling the tail 
from my teeth | said “not 
really.” 

- Chris 


My family doesn't be- 
lieve in Thanksgiving so 
thankfully | am saved from 
awkward holiday dinner 
encounters until Christ- 
mas. Woohoo! 

~ Robin 


My cousins didn't want me 
to visit my friend because 


he lives in “da hood”. They 
were appalled that | was 
visiting a boy at all (I'm the 
baby of the family). 

Uncle: Is he black? 

me: No. 

Uncle: Is he white? 

me: No. 

Uncle: Is he Chinese? 
me: | don't hang out with 
Chinese people. 

Uncle: So he's Mexican. 


...No, just no. 
+ Kyra 


Both of my aunts are 
teenage and adolescent 
psychologists. I've never 
endured more awkward 
questions in my life. Cou- 
ple that with eating dinner 
with a group of 15 people, 
of whom you've only met 
3 before in your entire 
lite, and it’s pretty terrible. 
-Kristine 


Every holiday dinner 
encounter is brief and 
awkward when your whole 
family is conservative! 

- Vanessa 


My mom didn't want to pay 
to fly me home for Turkey 
day, ‘cause she's a bum. | 
stayed at the Omni Parker 
Hotel, which is rumored to 
be haunted. There, I had 
an awkward encounter 
with what | believe to be a 
ghost. After dinner, while 
brushing my teeth, an odd 
feeling washed over me. 
lexperienced a fleeting 
putrid smell, followed by 

a low moan. Also could 
have just been my dad, 
but p. sure it was a ghost. 


“Tiffany The first year my mom got 
remarried, | was invited 
| didn't get to eat din- to spend Thanksgiving 
ner with my parents for with my step-dad’s family. 
Thanksgiving this year Since his parents lived 
because they were on a in Lubbock, Texas | had 
cruise in the Caribbean envisioned a full-on Paula 
while | was stuck in New Dean styled Thanksgiving 
Jersey. - OJ dinner as soon as the idea 
to have it at their place 
Option 2: My sister came that year was proposed. | 
out years ago, which my had absolutely no con- 
parents were totally fine cept of just how wrong | 
with, Recently, she told us was. | salivated over the 
that she found God and thought of baked maca- 
wanted to pursue religious —_roni, mashed potatoes, 
studies. My dad then re- gravy, candied yams, and 
sponded, “So...are you still juicy dark meat turkey, 
a lesbian?" - DJ The only problem was 


that his mother did not 
prepare ANY of those 
things. When | arrived 

at the dinner table | was 
instead greeted with wild 
rice, quinoa salad, home- 
made cranberry sauce 
(I'm not gonna lie | actu- 
ally really liked that one), 
and steamed spinach. | 
spent the remainder of the 
dinner feeding my resent- 
ment with each spoonful 
of quinoa. 

- Camden 


When | was 14, | was 
awkward af on my own so 
| managed to create all 


the horrible vibes with just 
lit’ old me. One Christmas 
din-din, | was being sleek 
n' cool playing with some 
candle wax and leaning 
forward on my chair. Being 
too cool comes with con- 
sequences and | lost my 
balance and smashed my 
face into the table on my 
way to the floor, ending my 
blossoming and super-sex 
saxophone career. G-ma 
didn't even get to hear 
my sultry version of Silent 
Night that would've made 
B-Clinton himself cry. 
~Jane 

<3 EVERYBODY 
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A Jews 
OLATHING REVIEW 


OF Christmas A 


As a kid, | hated Christ- 
mas. It was a day | spent 
either trapped in my house 
doing nothing, or being 
dragged around by my 
family in a whirlwind of 
chinese food and movies 
to try to get me to forget 
that it was December 25th 
There was no way to win. 
One of the worst parts of 
being Jewish on Christ- 
mas as a child was that 
no one told me that Santa 
wasn't real. So, there | 
was, from ages three to 
ten, under the impression 
‘that most of my friends 
were receiving presents 
from a mystical, jolly force 
while | just received pres- 
ents on Hanukkah from 
my PARENTS. Where was 
the fun in that? Where 
was my santa? This 
“Hanukkah Harry” person 
didn't remotely cut it. 
Every day in December 
leading up to Christmas 
was rough, ABC Fam- 
ily's 25 Days of Christ- 
mas blared from TVs all 
around me, leading me 

to question if there were 
any Hanukkah movies at 


all. | knew, and still know, 
the words to an endless 
amount of Christmas 
songs that seemed to 
show up on every radio 
station and that we would 
sing every December in 
elementary school. We 
sang around ten different 
Christmas songs, two 
Hanukkah songs, and one 
Kwanzaa song. What was 
that about? Christmas was 
not the only winter holiday. 
Ugly Christmas sweat- 
ers, carolers, and tree 
decorations haunted me. 
Having Christmas shoved 
down my throat and never 
celebrating it was a stupid 
concept that | never came 
to terms with. 

It's always a little sad that 
I'll never know what it's 
like to wake up to presents 
under the tree, or even 
what it's like to have a tree 
in my house. | never had a 
strong, undying belief in a 
mysterious bearded man 
that would show up on a 
sleigh and come into my 
house to drop off presents 
for no reason other than 
that it was his job. Which, 


in hindsight, was probably 
a ma\good thing, because 
cried when my mom told 
‘me the tooth fairy wasn't 
real. ve been told there 
might not be any bigger 
betrayal as a child than 
finding out that Santa has 
never existed, and that it 
was your parents all along 
So, maybe alll of those 
Christmases spent sitting 
around my house anxious- 
ly waiting for December 
26th so it would all be over 
were worth it. | managed 
to avoid apparent crushing 
disappointment, and got 

to eat a lot of potato latkes 
to make up for it. | also 
eventually found an ugly 
hanukkah sweater, which 
provided some consolation 
for years of unenjoyable 
Christmases. So, thanks 
Judaism. 


<3 MARIEL CARIKER 


In the spirit of being 
all-inclusive this holiday 
season, we wanted to 
bring include something 
Hanukkah related in our 
issue. And what better way 
to celebrate Hanukkah 
then to refresh readers 

on the rules of traditional 
Dreidel 


> Each player receives 
around 10-15 pieces 
(these pieces can be 
anything from coins to 
marbles) 

> Each player puts one 
piece into the middle, or 
the pot. 

> Stack alll of these piec- 
es on top of each other. 
> Each player takes turns 
picking pieces off of the 
stack until the stack falls 
down. 

> Yell “Jenga’. 

> Spin the dreidel. 

> Kiss whoever the 
Dreidel points to. 

> If you pass ‘Go’ collect 
200 pieces. 

> The first person to 
make-out with everyone 
in the world wins bragging 
right and respect from 
their peers. 


Alternate Suggestion 
for Rules: 


RULE 1 All dreidel batties 
must occur in a Dreidel- 
stadium! A Dreidelstadium 
cannot be placed on a ta- 
ble or an elevated surface 
Warning: never ever lean 
over a Dreidelstadium 
while dreidels are inside 
and are still spinning, 
dreidel could hit your face 
or eye causing fatal injury. 


RULE 2 To begin a dreidel 
battle, dreidels must be 
launched after the signal 
that you all know and love! 
3, 2, 1, LET IT RIP! 


RULE6 Ifa player's 
dreidel enters one of the 
three penalty pockets 
anytime during battle, your 
opponent scores 2 points. 


RULE 7 Semi-Final 
rounds occur in the OFFI- 
CIAL JDL Dreidel Compe- 
tition stadiums. 


RULE 8 Competitors may 
not launch their Dreidels 
from a standing, jumping 
oF running position 


RULE 9 Each Dreidel 
must contain a minimum 
of: Attack Ring, Weight 
Disk, Spin Gear and Blade 
Base to be eligible for offi- 
cial JDL tournament play. 


RULE 10 If a competitor 
suspects that an opponent 
is using an non-official 
dreidel, it is their respon- 
sibility to report this to the 
Referee. 


RULE 11 All dreidels must 
be assembled and ready 
for battle once the com- 
petitors enter the tourna- 
ment area. Competitors 
are not allowed to recon- 
figure their dreidel during 
the round. 


RULE 12 It is dangerous 
and prohibited to purpose- 
ly launch a dreidel at any 
person at any time. 


RULE 13 Rules are 
subject to change without 
notice. 


<3 CHRIS NOLAN-ISH 
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BLACK FRIDAY == 
RECORD RELEASES 


Local and chain record 
stores recently celebrated 
2014's Black Friday 
version of Record Store 
Day. Not unlike the more 
well known RSD celebrat- 
ed the third Saturday in 
April, vinyl collectors and 
casual listeners went out 
on Black Friday not to 
Walmart or Best Buy, but 
instead to little hole-in- 
the-wall record shops to 
show their support for the 
semi-recently revitalized 
music medium of vinyl 
records. Perks of braving 
the record shop crowds 
on one of the busiest 
shopping days of the year 
included access to limited 
edition pressings of spe- 
cialty vinyl records of var- 
ious colors and gatefolds, 
sweet deal$ from many 
stores offering generous 
sale incentives, DJ and 
musical appearances, and 
other celebratory possi- 
bilities depending on the 
location. Further informa- 
tion on this past RSD and 
upcoming ones can be 
found at recordstoreday. 
com 


Some notable releases 
exclusive to Record Store 
Day Black Friday included: 


DEAD MILKMEN - BIG 
LIZARD IN MY BACKYARD 
2900 translucent yellow 
and 100 green vinyl cop- 
ies. 


HUSKER DU - 
WAREHOUSE: SONGS 
AND STORIES 

Reissue of Husker Du's 
1987 final studio album 
‘on neon green and yellow 
vinyl 


OUTKAST - 

PLAYER'S BALL 
Breakthrough debut single 
“Player's Ball” on 10° 
translucent green vinyl. 
Features a rare extend- 
ed version of the track 
alongside two tracks from 
Southemplayalisticadillac- 
muzik. 


UU 


‘ST. VINCENT - PIETA 
Track List: “Pieta’/"Spar- 
row’ presented in a 
deluxe, die-cut, foil-em- 
bossed package with a 
10" disc 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 
- FLOOD 

Reissued for the 25th 
anniversary of its release. 
Limited to 2900 translu- 
cent green and 100 yellow 
colored vinyl 


BILLIE HOLIDAY - AT 
STORYVILLLE 

Billie Holiday live in three 
sets at Storyville in Boston 
in 1951 and 1953 


<3 DANAAMICO 


THE BEAT IS BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY WTBU 
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John Michael Sedor 
gm@wtburadio.org 
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WANT TO VOLUNTEER 
4 THE BEAT? 


We always need writers, 
illustrators, and straight- 
up helpers! 


EMAIL 
thebeat@wtburadio.org 


FOLLOW US ON 


TWITTER 

@wtbu 
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thebeatofboston 
tumblr.com 
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